
This powerful lecture series featuring over 5 hours of 
content, is truly a call to action for our times. 

• Lecture 1—The Knowledge of Suffering  
(recorded in Whitehorse)

• Lecture 2—In Pursuit of Global Justice  
(recorded in Vancouver)

• Lecture 3—The Will to Intervene  
(recorded in Montreal)

• Lecture 4—The Oneness of Humankind  
(recorded in St. John's)

• Lecture 5—The Spirit of Human Rights  
(recorded in Toronto)

The audio of the lectures is available on your podcast 
App store by searching for CBC Radio Ideas or 
2017 Massey lectures. In Search of a Better World: 
A Human Rights Odyssey is published by House of 
Anansi Press.

www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/the-2017-cbc-massey-
lectures-in-search-of-a-better-world-1.4222812

James Forster Human Rights Award
The James Forster Award for Human 
Rights shall be presented annually to 
a member of OSSTF/FEESO who has 
shown exemplary dedication in the 
struggle for equity and the promotion of 
human rights locally, provincially and/or 
internationally over a number of years.

Established by the Provincial Council of OSSTF/
FEESO in April 2001, the James Forster Award 
gives locals the opportunity to bring a focus to the 
countless federation members that work tirelessly 
and often quitely to educate, advocate and promote 
Human Rights in their union, worksite or community.

Any active member of OSSTF/FEESO can be 
nominated and the deadline is January 31, 2018. 
The guidelines and application process can be found 
under awards for members at www.osstf.on.ca/
awards
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A call to action for our times, Payam Akhavan's 
2017 CBC Massey Lectures, In Search of a Better 
World: A Human Rights Odyssey, is a powerful survey 
of some of the major human rights struggles of our 
times—and what we can do about them.

Renowned UN prosecutor and human rights scholar, 
Payam Akhavan, has encountered the grim realities 
of contemporary genocide throughout his life and ca-
reer. Deceptive utopias, political cynicism, and pub-
lic apathy, he says, have given rise to major human 
rights abuses. The religious persecution of Iranian 
Bahá'ís that shaped his personal life, the horrors 
of ethnic cleansing in Yugoslavia, the genocide in 
Rwanda, and the rise of the Islamic State have all 
profoundly affected the search for a better world. 

But he also reflects on the inspiring resilience of 
the human spirit, and the reality that we need each 
other, to set us free from ideology and go about 
building that better world.

A timely, essential, and passionate work of memoir 
and history, In Search of a Better World is a tour-de-
force by an internationally renowned human rights 
lawyer. 
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For information about Human Rights Matters, please contact Wayne Milliner 
at the Provincial Office. wayne.milliner@osstf.ca

Human Rights Day is observed every year on 
December 10—the day the United Nations General 
Assembly adopted, in 1948, the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. This year, Human Rights Day kicks 
off a year-long campaign to mark the upcoming 70th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. This document proclaimed the inalienable 
rights which everyone is inherently entitled to as a 
human being—regardless of race, colour, religion, 
sex, language, political or other opinion, national or 
social origin, property, birth or other status. It is the 
most translated document in the world, available in 
more than 500 languages.

Drafted by representatives of diverse legal and 
cultural backgrounds from all regions of the world, 
the Declaration sets out universal values and a 
common standard of achievement for all peoples 

and all nations. It establishes the equal dignity and 
worth of every person. Thanks to the Declaration, 
the dignity of millions has been uplifted and the 
foundation for a more just world has been laid. 
While its promise is yet to be fully realized, the very 
fact that it has stood the test of time is testament 
to the enduring universality of its perennial values 
of equality, justice and human dignity.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
empowers us all. The principles enshrined in the 
Declaration are as relevant today as they were in 
1948. We need to stand up for our own rights and 
those of others. We can take action in our own daily 
lives, to uphold the rights that protect us all and 
thereby promote the kinship of all human beings

To commemorate this event, the OSSTF/FEESO 
Human Rights Committee has commissioned a 
new poster for International Human Rights Day. 
The poster is attached to the email that delivered 
Human Rights Matters. Please display proudly and 
find your way to Take A Stand for Human Rights. 

TAKE A STAND FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
International Human Rights Day | December 10

#StandUp4HumanRights

• The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
empowers us all.

• Human rights are relevant to all of us, every day.

• Our shared humanity is rooted in these  
universal values.

• Equality, justice and freedom prevent violence 
and sustain peace.

• Whenever and wherever humanity's values  
are abandoned, we all are at greater risk.

• We need to stand up for our rights and those  
of others.

www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday
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